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Reconstruction of Ethics, Reconstruction of Trust and
Harmonious Rural Construction:

Rethinking Liang Shuming's rural construction Theory

Guo Zhanfeng, Jiang Xiaoyu

Abstract: Liang Shuming believes that cultural imbalance is the root cause of China’s social problems.
He takes the construction of rural subjectivity as the starting point, deeply excavates the traditional ethical and
cultural resources of local society, in order to cultivate new etiquette and customs, and form a new relationship
and social integration form. Liang Shuming’s rural construction thought takes the reconstruction of ethics as the
logical starting point and the reconstruction of trust as the driving mechanism, both of which aim to form a con-
tinuum from micro to macro by centering on themselves and promoting themselves to others. In practice, the
two embed each other, forming a network of interwoven relations, and jointly promote rural modernization.
From the perspective of modernization, Liang Shuming’s thought contains the development idea of taking hu-
man modernization as the core, the practice process of combining rational design and perceptual practice, and
the development goal of realizing social modernization. Enlighten us to further think about the cultivation of
farmers’ subjectivity, the mining of rural ethical resources and the shaping of the overall concept of develop-
ment in the current modernization of agriculture and rural farmers.

Keywords: Ethical reconstruction; Trust reconstruction; Modernization; Rural construction
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