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Abstract

Rural Cultural Governance: Scene Creation and Driver Shift
— Take X Village in S City Eastern Zhejiang Province as an Example

SHI Wei HAN Yuxiang

Abstract: With the in-depth implementation of the rural revitalization strategy more and more cultural
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construction activities such as “governing the village with filial piety”  “cultural halls” and “new era
civilization lecture halls” have emerged. Currently rural cultural construction presents political social
and economic effects that are distinct from cultural efficacy. How cultural construction can drive village
development has become an important aspect of rural cultural governance. Therefore understanding the
practical logic of rural cultural construction in promoting village development holds significant theoretical
and practical significance.

This paper adopts a case study approach conducting semi-structured interviews and participant
observation in X Village S City in eastern Zhejiang Province to examine the practical process internal
mechanisms and governance efficacy of rural cultural governance in promoting village development.
This paper finds that the realization of the economic value of rural cultural scenes goes through three
stages. First rural cultural construction is presented in the form of cultural scene creation making the
social efficacy of rural culture visible through visual means. Specifically the village collective creates
rural cultural scenes through the concentrated display of cultural symbols the intensive supply of cultural
activities and the extensive participation of multiple subjects. Second it is the diffusion mechanism of
rural cultural construction. Through the promotion of grassroots governance innovation rural cultural
scenes gain recognition and support from local governments and have political efficacy. Third it is the
development mechanism of rural cultural construction. With the support of local governments rural
soclely receives intensive resource input reconstructing the village development model. Therefore rural
cultural construction has multiple governance efficacies and enhances the level of rural cultural
revitalization. The construction of rural cultural scenes promotes the realization of civilized rural customs
by responding to farmers’ cultural demands reorganizes the grassroots society through cultural-driven
village self-integration and transforms the village development model through resource integration. At
the same time rural cultural construction has some misunderstandings such as the refinement
segregation and scenarization of cultural supply.

This paper reveals a new model of village development. In the practice of village development in
various places multiple forms of village development models such as land transfer and rural tourism have
been formed. Local governments and village collectives have developed tourism by creating rural tourism
landscapes and attracting urban residents to the village. However the effectiveness of this approach is
limited by location factors and geographical natural resources. Through the policy of land consolidation
and reduction promoting farmers to live in concentrated areas and obtaining land transfer income has
gradually weakened with the end of the land finance dividend era. Through the introduction of
agricultural capital to the countryside guiding the land-scale operation and the village collective
collecting rent it is limited by the operational capabilities of the capital subjects and there are far more
failed cases than successful experiences. However the village development model based on cultural
construction integrates the multi-dimensional forces of funds and subjects constructing a new model of

village development.
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