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Intergenerational Cooperative Child—rearing: The Adaptation and
Reflection of Child—rearing Models in Transitional Peasant Families

LT Yong—ping

(College o f Humanities & Social Development , Northwest
A&F University, Yangling Shaanxi 712100, China)

[ Abstract] Parenting is an important function of the family. In the process of family transforma-
tion, peasant families have formed three different child—rearing models: parent—child parenting, inter-
ational child—rearing, and intergenerational cooperative child — rearing. The intergenerational coopera-
tive child—rearing model is a family strategy adaption made in the context where child—rearing becomes
the core task of the family. The lack independent child—rearing ability of the parent generation and the
compression of the independent child—rearing space of the grandparent generation are the direct reasons
for the emergence of the intergenerational cooperative child—rearing. The expansion of the intergenera-
tional responsibility of the father generation to the offspring and the unconditional love of the grandpar-
ent generation to the grandchildren constitute the family ethics basis for the generational cooperative
child—rearing. In order to maximize the effect of parenting, generational cooperative child—rearing fam-
ilies often adopt the child—rearing strategy of separation of upbringing and form a new family of labor
pattern around the task of child —rearing. The intergenerational cooperative child — rearing model not
only releases the child —rearing pressure of young mothers but also mitigates the tension between the
domestic role and the occupational of women, which is of great significance for the improvement of fe-
male labor participation, but at the same time, it increases the intergenerational responsibility and pres-
sure of the older father generation. Based on this, it is necessary for the state to build a more perfect
child—rearing social support system, to reduce the burden of childcare on families, to release develop-
ment potential of families, and to promote the healthy and sustainable development of families.

[Key words] Intergenerational Cooperative Childcare; Child—rearing Models; Child—rearing Envi-
ronment; Division of Family Labor; Familyism
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