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Embedment and Reconstruction: The Operation Logic and
Welfare Effect of Rural Small and Micro Pension Institutions

Li Yongping
(College of Humanities & Social Development, Northwest A&F University)

Abstract: In the process of modernization and urbanization, the traditional family pension model is diffi-
cult to sustain, and the market-oriented institutional pension model has emerged. Small and flexible micro pen-
sion institutions distributed in rural society are an important type of institutional pension. Based on the field in-
vestigation of three village-level small and micro pension institutions in S County, Henan Province, this paper
finds that embededness is the key mechanism for the sound operation of rural small and micro pension institu-
tions. Embeddedness is embodied in four levels: economic embeddedness, social embeddedness, value embed-
dedness and emotional embeddedness, and responds to the multi-level needs of the rural elderly people and
their families from four aspects: price advantage, social trust, value satisfaction and emotional response. Based
on their advantages of being embedded in rural society, rural small and micro pension institutions not only real-
ize their own benign operation, but also have the significance of welfare radiation and welfare reconstruction
for rural society, and thus forming a positive feedback relationship with rural society. In the context of the in-
creasingly severe aging problem in rural areas, the research on small and micro rural pension institutions in this
paper is helpful to expand the ideas of socialized old-age care in rural areas, and has important enlightening sig-
nificance for the construction of an age-appropriate rural society.

Key Words: Embeddedness; Institutional Pension; Small and Micro Pension Institutions; Radiative; Old
People

“Women Retreating and Men Advancing”:
The Gender Segregation of Hairdressers

Li Junpeng and Zhang Zhigiang

(School of Sociology,Central China Normal University; Hubei Center for
Social Development and Social Policy)

Abstract: Why are most hairdressers men? How do the gender differentiation and division of hairdress-
ers occur? This article looks at the labor and gender perspectives, examining the causes and processes of gen-
der segregation among hairdressers. Based on a one-year field observation of several barber shops and in-
depth interviews with many hairdressers, combined with the analysis of the hairdressing industry as well as
the training and labor processes of hairdressers, we find that occupational gender segregation of hairdressers
has already emerged during the skill acquisition stage and continues to solidify thereafter. Under the influence
of economic system transformation and industry changes, women suffer from various forms of gender exclu-
sion because of their physical and reproductive characteristics. From the perspective of the main body of
workers, the process of “women retreating and men advancing” is reflected in men entering the hairdressing
industry, gradually occupying a dominant position in the industry through male strategies such as redefining
and adjusting to adapt.

Key Words: Gender; Vocational Education; Gender Segregation; Apprenticeship; Hairdressers
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