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The Impact and Mechanisms of Rural Residents’ Digital Literacy on the
Construction of Rural Emotional Community: An Empirical Analysis Based on Survey
Data from Villages in 14 Provinces (Autonomous Regions) Across China

XU Zhenzhen, WANG Chunkai,ZHAO Xiangyun"

(College of Humanities and Social Development s Northwest Agriculture and Forestry University ,Yanging s Shanxi 712100, China)

Abstract: Under the background of enhanced mobility in rural society, digital media has become a crucial link
connecting rural residents with their local communities. Based on the analytical framework of “mobility-mediatiza-
tion-community” logic, this study constructs a rural emotional community from three dimensions-trust ethics,local
identity,and welfare reciprocity-using survey data from 14 provinces across China. It explores the impact and mech-
anisms of rural residents digital literacy on the construction of rural emotional communities. The research reveals
that digital literacy significantly promotes the development of rural emotional communities, with general digital lit-
eracy exhibiting the most pronounced effect. The mechanism primarily manifests through digital literacy enhancing
rural residents participation in digital governance and strengthening their capacity to engage in village affairs, there-
by reinforcing local identity and fostering the formation of emotional communities. Heterogeneity analysis indicates
that the impact of digital literacy is more substantial among younger demographics and residents in eastern regions.
Additionally, digital literacy demonstrates technical inclusiveness by mitigating income disparities and fostering in-
teractions and integration across different socioeconomic strata.

Keywords: digital literacy;digital governance participation;rural society;emotional community
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